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FOR CONTEXT…
• Created by the 2017 Montana Legislature
• Purpose: AIS Prevention, enhancing coordination
• Geographic scope: Upper Columbia Basin
• Membership: 9 voting members appointed by 

the Governor, ~10 ex-officio federal members
• Coordination, monitoring, education, response 
• Meet 4-6 times annually

• Next meeting: 12/12 in Missoula
• Funding discussion
• AIS in the upcoming Legislative session

• Potential: Monitoring pre-season workshop



• Southern end: Deer Lodge
• Northern end: BC Border
• Major waterbodies:

• Blackfoot River
• Bitterroot River
• Clark Fork River
• Kootenai River
• Flathead Lake
• Whitefish Lake
• Seeley Lake
• Swan Lake
• Noxon & Cabinet Gorge

Reservoirs



COUPLE COOL PROJECTS…
• 2018 Montana AIS Program Evaluation 

• Stakeholder/partner vs. public 
• Experience (direct vs indirect)
• Watercraft Inspections
• Monitoring
• Education & Outreach 
• Signs, materials, advertising
• Rules
• AIS funding sources
• General feedback 



WATERCRAFT 
INSPECTIONS – FOCAL 

POINT OF SURVEY

• Nature of experience
• Location/hours
• Ease of use
• Results of inspection
• Thoroughness
• Coordination & 

communication 
between stations

• Suggestions for 
improvement



EDUCATION & OUTREACH

• Partners/stakeholders – conduct E&O? 
Resources? 

• All – evaluate exposure/efficacy of advertising 



SOME FUN QUESTIONS…

• Rules! 
• Funding! 



THIS ONE TOO! 
• Bureau of Reclamation Funding 

• Education & Outreach: website, promotional materials, displays

• Monitoring: Expansion of citizen science network in Flathead Basin

• Response: GIS/mapping of Upper Columbia waterways to compliment state 
EDRR Guidelines

• Marina Pilot: Target key marina operators within the Upper Columbia
• Build relationships
• Assess capacity 
• Build support for program 
• Prevention focus – verification of inspection prior to launch 





OTHER INTERESTING TIDBITS…
• Montana Invasive Species Summit 11/15-11/16 (Helena)

• Law Review focus
• Sessions based on findings 
• AIS: aquatic invasive plants, penalties for drive-bys, 

drain plug rule, listing
• Governor Bullock: Working Group on comprehensive 

Invasive Species Act

• Fire Protocols
• Northern Rockies Mandatory Protocol
• WRP Working Group created

• Seaplanes – Columbia River Basin approach 
• New videos! Boaters, anglers, water users, non-motorized boats, hydro

https://vimeo.com/oneacre/review/289316226/5f39bbcdd9
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